VDMA: First „Marine Business Forum Germany - Russia“ during NEVA was great success – second forum planned for 2012
20.09.2011, St. Petersburg
Participants and organizers recorded the first „Marine Business Forum Germany - Russia“, which was carried out by VDMA with support of the German Federal Ministry of Economics on 20th September 2011 in St. Petersburg, as great success. With more than 100 participants from the Russian maritime industries, this forum - which was the first of its kind – was met with outstanding positive feedback. The participants, mainly decision makers from shipping companies, shipyards and design offices from all over the country, showed the great interest of the Russian experts in deepened co-operation with German marine and offshore equipment suppliers through their pointed questions during discussions. VDMA organized the forum on initiative from member companies, being supported by Russia experts from SNA Marine Consulting and financial support from the German Federal Ministry of Economics.
Additionally, the forum profited from the marine exhibition NEVA in St. Petersburg, which took place at the same area, and at which Germany was, like the years before, represented with a big National Pavilion with more than 40 German exhibitors.
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VDMA managing director Hauke Schlegel at the opening of the German – Russian Marine Business Forum in St. Petersburg

The forum started with an introduction from Hauke Schlegel, managing director of VDMA – Marine and Offshore Equipment Industries as organizer and representative of the German industries, followed by a speech from the public Russian shipyard group OSK and six presentations from German marine equipment experts.
Russian government is working specifically at increasing capacity and efficiency of their shipping industries. At the same time, modernization of the Russian merchant and fishing fleet is in work. The market potential of the Russian market is, thus, growing clearly for German suppliers.

Mr. Schulepov’s speech, marketing director of OSK (United Shipbuilding Corporation), focussed on co-operation with the supplying industries and especially on the new purchase conditions of this important shipbuilding group. The presentations of the actively participating German supplying companies MTU Friedrichshafen, Schottel, davit international, HATLAPA, Voith Turbo Schneider Propulsion and Zeppelin Power Systems not only placed impressive technological innovations of the industry into the centre, but also highlighted in detail the experience and potential in co-operation of the German-Russian marine industries. 
Directly after the forum, a reception offered ample opportunity for direct discussions among the German and Russian company representatives – a main target of this successful pilot event in St. Petersburg.
Based on the positive response, VDMA – Marine and Offshore Equipment Industries is preparing a second forum for 2012, which is organized in connection with the leading marine exhibition SMM in Hamburg

For further information concerning this forum, please turn to
Hauke Schlegel, VDMA, Tel.: +49 40 / 507 207 17, E-Mail: hauke.schlegel@vdma.org
